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 “Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy found in effort, the educational value of good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles." 

Olympic Charter, Fundamental Principles, paragraph 1

The Olympics present many opportunities for student engagement and learning in all curriculum areas and at all standards and stages of achievement in the Tasmanian Curriculum. 

For example, students in Science and Health and wellbeing could explore equipment design, physiology, or the effects of different environments or drugs on the body. Ethical issues could be explored in all curriculum areas. 

The Society and History SharePoint contains links to relevant websites and units of work in areas including history, Asia education, values, ethics and human rights.

Visit the SharePoints for each curriculum area to explore, suggest or collaborate on useful websites, learning sequence ideas and many other resources describing how engaging students in learning about the Olympics can build skills and understanding in all areas. 
Extensive teacher and student resources linked to the Tasmanian curriculum on the Paralympics are available from 
http://www.paralympiceducation.org.au/information-for-schools/
This document will be updated during the Olympics as additional resources and teacher ideas are suggested.
To comment or to suggest resources please email Nigel.brown@education.tas.gov.au
Click the links below for additional resources and ideas

· Mathematics-numeracy 

· 
Online resources
· Science questions and concepts
Olympics and Mathematics-numeracy

The Olympic Games offer many opportunities to explore mathematical concepts and in particular measurement and chance and data. Students also develop an appreciation for numbers in realistic contexts e.g. the way decimals are used to record the times in swimming events. 
Exploration of Olympic records can become a data analysis activity and the kindergarten students can benefit greatly from understanding concepts such as first, second and third! 
The following sites present some ideas for teachers to explore with their students over the next month:

· http://www.olympic.org/uk/sports/records/results_uk.asp 

· http://www.olympics.com.au/Education/tabid/165/Default.aspx?link=165&  

· http://www.ceo.wa.edu.au/home/wattle/resources/olympics.html 

· http://www.blackdouglas.com.au/maths300/m300over/067ospud.htm
· http://motivate.maths.org/conferences/conference.php?conf_id=40
· http://www.rochester.edu/radiate/D/D7/oly_unit.htm
NEW LINKS – ADDED 13 AUGUST 2008 

Additional Beijing Olympics resources, some of which were highlighted in the Education Times, July 31, 2008.
BK Olympic Zone – educational activities for primary and middle years students

www.bkzone.com.au
Centre for learning innovation sites – themed resources across the Olympics

http://tinyurl.com/6cvb95
AFSSSE Beijing Olympics teaching resources – units of work in PDF format

www.afssse.asn.au
ABC Olympics – many resources for teachers and students

www.abc.net.au/olympics
Beijing international – cultural highlights from across China

www.ebeijing.gov.cn
Herald Sun Olympics – largely pictorial site

www.news.com.au/heraldsun/beijing_olympics
Human rights watch

www.hrw.org 

South China Morning Post – Chinese coverage

http://olympics.scmp.com
Resource for students studying China – added 18 August 2008 


http://www.asianz.org.nz/education and click onto the resource ‘Exploring China’
Online resources for use during the Olympics

Did you know that there are many useful online resources on the Olympics and Sport in the eCentre?

Search in the Resource Centre:

http://ecentre.education.tas.gov.au/C15/Learning%20Objects/searchlo.aspx (learning objects)

http://ecentre.education.tas.gov.au/C15/Learning%20Objects/searchdr.aspx (digital resources)
Or in the Student Freeway:

http://www.student.education.tas.gov.au/C2/Find%20Information/default.aspx 

Some example learning objects: To see these resources go to the Resource Centre or Student Freeway and search for the number (e.g. L477) or name of that resource. 
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	L477 Wild ride: get a grip 

Investigate the role of friction in performance of bicycle tyres. Test how the type of tread affects grip and speed. Choose tyres best suited to track and weather conditions in a time trial. This learning object is one in a series of four objects.
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	L492 Sports shoes: shoe4u 

Investigate the properties of shoes that make them well suited to particular sports. Design and test a pair of shoes for a particular sport. This learning object is one in a series of two objects.
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	L3155 Leisure survey: team sport 

Explore how many kids play sport and whether they play in teams. Choose questions to ask in a survey. Examine a table of results.  Display the results using suitable graphs such as a pie chart, bar graph or histogram. 
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	L6310 Train a sumo wrestler: sports culture in Japan 

Coach a trainee sumo wrestler. Explore cultural features of the sport such as arena design and match rituals. Look at sample training schedules. Watch your trainee wrestler try to become a champion by winning a match.


Some of the 68 digital resources for “Olympics”:
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	R3876 Fish costume, Sydney 2000 Olympic Games 

This is a performance costume, designed by Dan Potra and worn in the opening ceremony of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, in the form of a stylised fluorescent pink fish worn over a dark bodysuit that resembles a diver's wetsuit. 
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	R3881 Audience kit, Sydney 2000 Olympic Games 

This is a kit distributed to audience members at the opening ceremony for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
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	R7140 Ken Syme - Melbourne Olympic Games, 1956: Opening ceremony 

This clip shows silent, colour home movie footage of parts of the opening ceremony of the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne, filmed from a stand at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.


For further information or support in use of online resources, contact
 Janine Davison, Co-ordinator eLearning Design janine.davison@education.tas.gov.au
An online student project, Beijing 2008, includes discussion forums and online interactive activities to increase student understanding of the country of China and its culture in the context of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 
Many of the activities are suitable for use on an interactive whiteboard.
http://www.ozprojects.edu.au/course/view.php?id=20 
Olympic lesson plans with a global perspective are available from the One World Centre http://www.oneworldcentre.org.au/teachers/teaching-resources/
Search for The Learning Federation digital Olympic resources

http://www.curriculumpress.edu.au/main/thisweek#thisweek3
Lesson plans and ideas for units of work

http://asia-knowledge.tki.org.nz/showcase_china_beijing_2008/
Official website of the Beijing Olympics

http://en.beijing2008.cn/
Olympic lesson ideas

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/Olympics.htm
Why not start an online debate about the Olympics through Debatepedia?

http://wiki.idebate.org/index.php/Welcome_to_Debatepedia%21
Or use a KNOL article to build inquiry and ICT skills using Olympics content or concepts
http://knol.google.com/k/adam-goldfine/2008-summer-olympics/1jdodvmjjgoyc/39#
Science of the Olympics
There are numerous areas of science that can be included in a sequence of work on the Olympics.  

Many topics can be modified to suit a range of grade levels / stages of achievement. Consult the Science syllabus document and support materials for more details.
Some examples of questions that might be considered include:

	Nutrition and diet


	What chemical groups are different foods composed of (e.g. proteins, fats, carbohydrates)?

Why does the human body need these different chemical groups?  

What is the effect of too much or too little of particular nutrients?

What foods do different athletes eat (or not eat) and why?

	Physiology
	How are athletes dependent on interacting body systems?

What things can go wrong with body systems and so affect performance?

To what extent does genetics determine if a person will be good at a particular sport?

How can different drugs enhance performance?

What are the potential side effects of drug use?

How do the authorities test for drugs?

How does the body adapt to changed conditions, such as being at a higher altitude?

What is blood doping?

How do we determine if an athlete is male or female?

	Equipment design
	What factors are important in designing a particular piece of equipment (e.g. helmets need to be strong, light and streamlined)?

What materials are different pieces of equipment made from – and why?

How has equipment used at the Olympics changed over time?

	Environment
	How might different environments affect an athlete’s performance (e.g. altitude, heat, air pollution, different micro organisms)

How might the Olympics impact on local and / or global ecosystems (e.g. increased transport and building)?

	Science as a human endeavour
	What science occupations are associated with the Olympics and / or training athletes?  What do these people do?
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