MUSIC 

 STANDARD 4: STAGE 10

Xavier is interested in music and he participates in a range of music activities 

He has selected a music instrument/voice to perform with and has a basic understanding of how it works and he asks for assistance when he is unsure of the way to play a particular note/rhythm or pitch. He is able to acknowledge if an instrument is not functioning properly (ie broken string) and request assistance. 

He is able to read and comprehend conventional notation and demonstrate how to play a range of notes on his instrument.  He is unable to play the full range of notes on his instrument. He needs assistance in developing an extended range of notes and the way that they are produced e.g. ledger lines, sound production and sharp/flat/accidentals notes. He is able to recognise and play basic rhythms using semibreves to quavers, but needs help with more complex rhythms and rhythmic reinforcement. He can play music written in 4/4, 3/4 and 2/4 time. He is beginning to understand 6/8 time.  
He is able to practice independently with intermittent guidance and his practise programme has generally consisted of whole class and small group work. Xavier is starting to request and select solo items from a range of elementary texts and he is initiating where and who to work with in a responsible way. His confidence as a player is progressing in playing familiar pieces and he is attempting to play more advanced material. He contributes ideas to the group about the way the music pieces can be played and occasionally demonstrates to the group how he plays them. Xavier is aware of the differences between playing his instrument in solo, small group, whole class and he responds to the different requirements of the situation. He performs both individually and in groups and makes positive contributions to his own role within the group. There is some reciprocal exchange of ideas and skills through student interaction and peer tuition.

Xavier is developing an understanding of the musical elements and he needs to use the language to further explain and describe musical intention. Xavier is beginning to comprehend music theory and he is developing an understanding of pitch, rhythm, timbre and dynamics and how these elements are used to construct music in; skills and playing, aesthetic appreciation and a deeper knowledge in how to use standard notation.  He is beginning to recognise that music has structure and can be analyse in ways to reveal the intentions of the composer. He is becoming exposed to different styles of music and he is enjoying the possibilities of playing in a different genre. He is able to describe some of the similarities and differences between the styles. 
Xavier is able to express a range of terms and signs used in notation with some guidance to how these are played. He is developing awareness of structure emotional expression and atmosphere in performance and responds with his own strengths and weaknesses in playing music. Xavier responds to teacher guidance in performance practice and he experiments and explores ways to make improvements. He modifies his playing through peer and teacher comment.

Xavier can appreciate the music he plays and hears. He can discuss characteristics of various compositions including some aspects of genre from other cultures and is becoming aware of the alternative meanings of composers’ intentions. He can select and choose appropriate sounds for a given context, using some basic compositional techniques and notate his works using conventional and graphic notation. Xavier can communicate informally about his musical choices (listening, playing, creating). Xavier explores ICT and how the technology can be used to manipulate sound to create written music and digital composition.

Xavier is aware of the time required for practice, preparation and rehearsal of performance material. He participates in small group and large ensembles and assists with the rehearsal and concert preparation with some guidance. He can reflect on performances and make small observations about the intention and of the performance.

