Stage 9
Mike sometimes generates original ideas for his media texts however he also often adapts ideas from other sources, including the use of stereotypes to express a message.  Mike has a strong understanding of the use of genres such as narrative but is only tentatively using symbolism at a basic level and does not yet understand the potential of layering meaning to communicate at deeper levels.  He can communicate a clear and simple message to a familiar audience using the basic features of his medium.  

Mike can consider the aesthetic effects of the technical choices he is making, but he needs constant support and assistance to consider his work as a piece of art rather than as a piece of ICT.  With guidance he will consider alternative choices and experiment with different techniques, as suggested by the teacher.  He should work on becoming more independent in exploring the range of aesthetic choices available to him.

Mike plans his work when directed and guided by the teacher.  He does not yet fully recognise the benefits of thorough planning and this impacts on the clarity and quality of his work.  Mike can fulfil a variety of roles in a production team and adhere to the timelines of a group plan.
I am pleased with the progress Mike has made in attempting to master the software and equipment available to him.  He routinely works to improve his technical competence by following instructions, watching demonstrations and experimenting with software and equipment for different effects.  He can control a limited number of variables to create a multimedia text within genre conventions.  He demonstrates basic competence in many technical areas and can assist other students in this area.  He now needs to develop these skills into mastery so that he can more consciously implement his aesthetic into the creation of his work.
While Mike recognises that there are other ways to express his ideas, he has focused more on developing his skills in using the software and equipment to simply communicate a message.  Once his technical expertise and confidence increases, he will more fully understand how to consider these alternatives and to make informed choices about the effect and type of media piece he wants to create.

Mike enjoys responding to professional work in this area focusing mainly on representations within mainstream popular culture.  To move to the next stage, he should start to explore and respond to media works that sit beyond the framework of popular culture.
Mike readily expresses personal opinions about his own and others’ work, offering reasons for these opinions, using basic media language.  In order to move to the next standard he needs to work more on identifying and analysing technical and aesthetic elements in media pieces and the way in which these elements work to evoke a particular response from the audience. 

