MUSIC

STANDARD 5: STAGE 13

Xavier is self motivated. He tries to do is best and is willing to redo tasks if the standard is not acceptable to himself. He is willing to engage in all tasks even in unfamiliar situations.
Xavier can notate his own compositions using standard notation or computer software and is aware of instrument capabilities. He organises his composition/arrangement according to a recognised structure e.g. 12 bar blues, ternary form and uses techniques such as ostinato, sequence, repeats.  Xavier can write basic harmonisation of a melody. Transposition – can do treble to bass, but not necessarily from C to Bb or Eb. He is able to compose for more than one instrument.
Xavier can usually perform his composition accurately but the notation may not strictly represent the performance.  He is aware of requirements for rehearsal time and considers the style elements/characteristics needed to convey the meaning of his composition/arrangement. He can improvise using a blues or pentatonic scale over a basic chord sequence with some awareness of the harmonic changes. 
He uses some elements creatively when composing and playing. This is demonstrated in a portfolio of ICT projects which include multi media task/assignments, recordings of own performances, compositions, animation scores etc. Xavier has a basic knowledge of recording equipment which is available such as microphones, mixers, digital recorders and software such as audacity. 

With little guidance, Xavier is able to choose pieces for individual work and prepare these for performance. He has the ability to play in a group or as an individual and successfully contribute to group goals. He has demonstrated improvement in his performance skills through out the year. Xavier has a high level of control over the sound of the instrument and he can easily read and play the most common range of notes, some more complex rhythms and time signatures such as 6/8. He is aware of expressive terms and signs e.g. dynamics, phrasing and is generally successful in conveying these in performance.
Xavier has a good understanding of the musical elements and uses appropriate language to describe pieces. He recognises structures in music and analyses the way music is constructed e.g. time, pitch, timbre, dynamics. He is aware of the requirements of some different styles and can verbalise some specific elements of particular styles and demonstrate them in performance.

He has some understanding of the constructs of music such as key signatures, time signatures, scales, chords, transposition, intervals, form, harmonic and melodic structure and is able to write neatly. He is able to draw on and transfer this knowledge as required for other tasks such as composition, performance, listening.  
When engaged with works by other performers, he can describe the elements such as instrumentation, dynamics, tempo and he is able to compare pieces in varying styles and the same piece by different performers. Xavier can consider aspects of the piece and relate them to the context. He is aware of different purposes and meanings of pieces and can recognise that pieces have different interpretations. He can describe his personal interpretation and experience/view.

Xavier makes a deliberate choice about the music he plays and listens to, and can communicate why he make these choices and justify his choices to some extent. He has a passion for music but not necessarily the capacity to fully express his interests. He is starting to make his own decisions about expressive performance such as dynamics, phrasing, tempo.
He has a limited appreciation and tolerance for other styles/unfamiliar works/genres – this is standard 4. He is not prepared to expand his awareness of a broader range of experiences in music.

He has a basic knowledge of the development of music throughout history and shows some interest in the generation/influences/inspiration for pieces and is willing to investigate how this is shown/reflected in music today. He has some awareness of the impact of world events on the music of its time. He can describe and demonstrate some of the characteristics of music of other periods through oral and written responses and performance.
He recognises requirements of different performance situations and is able to set up and prepare the performance space although some reinforcement of setting up procedures is required e. g warm up routines. He has some regard for the intended audience and usually selects his repertoire appropriately. 
He demonstrates more confidence when playing in a group/ensemble but is able to perform competently in individual situations also.

Xavier can recognise his strengths and weaknesses in performing and identify some areas for improvement. He may choose to accept constructive criticism from others in order to modify his own playing and can constructively contribute to reflection on others performances.

Xavier has identified his own area of interest and is starting to show preferences for certain styles of music sometimes to the detriment of expanding his personal experiences. He has limitations in technical skills which impacts on his selection of music he wishes to perform.

