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‘The emotion aroused by something
sudden or unexpected. An event or
thing that arouses this emotion...’
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Tin or stiff card 

50cm x 50 cm

Rivets or glue

Equipment for tin:

Metal drill

Rivets

Riveter

Tin Snips

l
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Plan for Cube Container

Materials

l

l

l

6 X 30cm x 30cm 

thin MDF, plywood 

or stiff card

Cloth for hinge 30 

cm x 4 cm

Glue
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I was surprised when.....


Lots of things can surprise us.


Toys can surprise us by doing


things we do not expect them to do.


For example, transformer toys 


change from robots to cars, dolls 


speak and kaleidoscopes create 


surprising patterns.
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Surprise Surprise


Understanding Goals


Different art forms and media are used to express and communicate particular meanings.


Building Learning Power


While working on this unit you will be developing your learning power through - 


Reflectiveness


Planning Thinking about where you are going, the action you are going to take, the time and resources you will need and the obstacles you may encounter.


Resourcefulness


Imagining Using your imagination and intuition to put yourself through new experiences or to explore possibilities.


Reasoning Calling up your logical and rational skills to work things out methodically and rigorously, constructing good arguments, and spotting the flaws in others.


Capitalising Drawing on the full range of resources from the wider world – other people, books, the internet, past experience, future opportunities.


Resilience


Managing distractions Recognising and reducing distractions, knowing when to walk away and refresh yourself – creating your own best environment for learning.


Perseverance Keeping going in the face of difficulties, channelling the energy of frustration productively, knowing what a slow and uncertain process learning often is.





Materials


Unit  Surprise Surprise


One of -


Dracula – Bram Stoker


The Arabian Nights - including the story of Aladdin �and the Magic Lamp


a Harry Potter novel – J K Rowling


a Sherlock Holmes novel


or any other appropriate story


Students will be required to supply a selection of -


paper


drawing pencils


a selection of old stockings, cotton wool, polystyrene, �newspaper, plaster or other materials


paint


wool, unravelled rope or string


cloth


dowel or stick


glue such as Aquadhere


stiff card, plywood or MDF for the container


ruler


scissors


paint brushes


stapler


needles for sewing, or glue for smaller children








To see how a Jack-in-a-box works, go to the Distance Education Tasmania website/ Portal/Websites/�Vocational and Applied Learning/Jack-in-a-box








One surprise toy is a Jack or Jill in a Box


A decorated glittering box can create anticipation before the surprising appearance of the Jack. Similarly colourful packaging hiding a birthday present creates anticipation. Jacks in the Box always have interesting faces, wear interesting hats and are often beautifully dressed.


You are now going to build and bring to life a Surprise! Surprise!
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Assessment - The Performance


Make your Jack or Jill live through a performance with words.


You can choose two of the following ways to do this:


Go back to the book from which you chose your character. Copy some sayings or speeches as the basis for your script.


Invent some sayings or speeches that you would like your character to make.


Write a script for a play for two characters both of whom will be played by you. You will interview your Surprise with one voice. You will also have another voice, the voice of your Surprise to answer your questions. You do not have to be a ventriloquist, your lips are allowed to move!


Surprise surprise your teacher with a performance on Centra or in person on an Activity Day, or


Surprise surprise your family by turning off the TV and entertaining them, or


Surprise surprise your fellow students at a special Performance Workshop. Talk to your teacher about this idea.


Teachers, carers and other students will be able to assess your efforts as a designer, planner, builder, creative genius, researcher, writer and best of all an ENTERTAINER!








A Bright Idea


Think about who or what will be in your container or box.


To help you, read any story and choose a character.


Perhaps Aladdin from The Arabian Nights, Sherlock Holmes from The Hound of the Baskervilles, Harry Potter from the Philosopher’s Stone or Dracula from the book by Bram Stoker.


Read the story carefully. Make sure that you know a lot about the ‘Jack’ or ‘Jill’ you have chosen because you will be bringing them to life and even making them speak.


This Surprise, the Jack or Jill, the face or thing which will be in the container should influence the design of your Surprise! Surprise! 


List your own ideas for a Jack or a Jill.


Who would surprise you most? 


From your list, choose one. Who, or what is it?


Do lots of quick pencil sketches of the Surprise to �catch its personality and style. 


How will you choose the best sketch?


Which ones have personality? 


Save the best drawings.








Design


This builds and links your ideas and helps to bring them to life.


It will be easier to make your Surprise before you make the container. This way you can be sure of a good fit.


Some questions to consider


How will the container for the Surprise match the character inside?


How will the container create interest and anticipation?


What materials will you use? 


How will you draw, model, paint and dress your Surprise?


How will the face reflect the personality of the thing in the box?


How will the Surprise work? 


How will you provide words and sounds to make your Surprise come alive?








Making the Surprise (the Jack or Jill)


Look at your drawings of your Surprise. Have you been creative? Does the face really reflect your choice of character from the story?


Choose from these methods to make the face 


a shape made from an old piece of stocking stuffed with cotton wool


a decorated polystyrene ball or some other shape


a shape modelled from papier mache 


an old sock stuffed with tissue paper


a shape carved from plaster


a shape carved from softwood 


a shape made with clay and fired  


Talk to your teacher about the technique you intend to use.


The last three methods require some skills that you must discuss with your teacher who will want to make sure that you are working safely.


The head may be easier to decorate if you attach the stick first.


After making your head shape, decorate it with paint. Make wigs and eyes. What will you use for hair?


Include scars, stubble, zits, beards, maybe a hat or no hat?


Does Dracula have a moustache?


Be creative! Have fun! You must make your Surprise live!








How will your Surprise work?


You may wish to invent your own method or use a traditional spring


An easy way is to use a piece of dowel or a stick for the body and attach it firmly to the bottom of the head. Make sure that the stick is long enough to appear out of the top of your container with enough length to hold onto it below. 


This stick is then slipped through a hole in the bottom of the container.


Add clothing below the head of the character by attaching it to the stick. The clothing can then be folded into the container.


You have made your Surprise character!.
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Shape of the Container


The Surprise should drive the whole design.


Choose which shape with a lid that your character could fit into.


A big head and a tiny body might best fit into a cone.


A dumpy character might fit into a sphere but spheres can be hard to construct.


Will a cube or rectangular prism suit?


A cube might best suit a squat head.


A rectangular prism might suit a full bodied character.


A tall rectangular prism might suit a thin, mean character.


A sphere might suit a fat, jolly person.








A plan for the container


Draw a plan for the building of your container, indicating measurements and including a description of the materials you intend to use, for example


 –








Build the container


Following your plan carefully


measure


mark


cut


assemble with glue, tape, rivets, 


brads etc


Put the container aside for decoration later.





Fixing the Lid


pull the Jack or face into the 


container


make a lid


attach the lid using a cloth hinge and 


glue


remove the character from the container so that it can be decorated








Assembly


Assemble all the parts





Decorating the container


Decoration of the container should reflect the nature of the Surprise.


Colour is very important. Dracula might be in a black box decorated with cobwebs, whereas Harry Potter might be in a box that suggests Hogwarts School.


Using collage (glued-on pieces of coloured paper or cloth) to decorate the container might be a good idea because you can hide the hinge and cover any joints. You can also use paint or a mixture of methods.


When you have completed your collage and painting, you might like to finish your container with a coat or two of glossy varnish to protect your work.
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Turn the page to see your final task








