MUSIC

STANDARD 4, STAGE 12

Xavier is an interested and motivated student who is keen to improve his skills in all areas of music.

He is a competent player who enjoys playing with a variety of people and interacting with other points of view. His repertoire is starting to expand and he is developing some skills to enable him to learn unfamiliar pieces independently. He performs regularly both individually and with a range of ensembles, where he is beginning to take a leadership role with players tuning their instruments. He is starting to look for challenges and is broadening the range of keys, time signatures, rhythmic complexities and styles of pieces. 
Xavier has developed (with direction) a rudimentary practice schedule to use at school which demonstrates an awareness of the importance of warming up and development of technique. He is willing to have a go at improvisation when the opportunity arises, within a limited set of parameters. His curiosity about all the information on the written music, such as Italian terms, is expanding and he is willing to ask and find out about pieces in more detail.
He is becoming fluent with using standard written music notation in playing, writing and reading. He is able to work out new written notes and relate them to his instrument (clarinet). He is becoming a confident performer in both solo and in ensemble through using structured standard notated music resources such as Essential Elements, Yamaha Class Band, Standards of Excellence. 

His awareness of the interaction of musical elements is promoting his understanding of styles, structure and mood and this is becoming evident in his playing. He is more open to listening to unfamiliar music and is improving his listening skills, analysis and deconstruction of the music elements.
Xavier can write and perform melodies for his own instrument, within a given structural format, which demonstrate compositional techniques such as sequence and inversion.  He is aware of transposing instruments and can compose and write music for more than one instrument, including transposition, with teacher support. Awareness of harmony and other instrument roles in group playing is developing.
Xavier can notate his composition mostly accurately but needs to improve the neatness of written work so others can interpret the music. He is doing more than writing pitch and rhythm – adding articulation and expression marks. He has experienced some software which enables accurate and legible production of notation.

Xavier reflects on his and others’ performances and is starting to make constructive remarks on aspects of performance.
