ARTS CURRICULUM PRIMARY SUPPORT MATERIALS

ART FORM:    DRAMA
STANDARD    1   (STAGES 1 - 3) 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE
OVERVIEW: 
Children will be immersed in the picture book Where the Wild Things Are (Maurice Sendak). They respond to this literature through movement and music / sound making. They retell the story sequence and pretend they are characters beyond their experience.     

                                                                           







PERFORMANCE CRITERIA  











Imagining and creating new works


�
�



Using skills, techniques and processes


�
�



Using codes and conventions


�
�



Interpreting and appraising the works of


others


�
�



Making aesthetic choices


�
�



Reflecting cultural, social 


and historical contexts


�
�



Presenting with purpose





�
�



Expressing personal voice


�
�






LEARNING  OPPORTUNITIES





KEY:   The coloured dots indicate which performance criteria are being addressed.








Expressive Movement


( ( ( ( ( (


In personal space, children are talked through a movement sequence that reinforces the levels low, middle, high e.g. they grow tall as the vines through to rolling waves, to tall trees moving in the wind. Then reverse the sequence. Then, Max asleep in his bed, Max rocking in his boat, stepping on to the island, leading a parade, then reverse.  





Working in their personal space, children explore making a ‘Wild Thing’ shape as big as possible and shrink it back to Max lying asleep. (Teachers talk them through it). Children try to repeat it exactly the same – building a ‘Movement Memory’ of a sequence. 





 Using a tambour, children move as the Wild Things in their Wild Rumpus Parade, in time to the beat. They stop when the tambour stops. This introduces them to holding a FREEZE. �



Voice
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What sounds do the Wild Things make when they are partying, swinging, parading, sleeping (emphasise dynamics, loud and soft)?





How does Max’s voice change when he is King of the Wild Things?





Create a chant to accompany the Wild Things on parade.





Speak like Max’s angry Mum; the Wild Things sad as he leaves; Max as he calms the Wild Things.


�



Role-Play / Characterisation
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Children show in role what happens if the mother opens the bedroom door when max is gone and the jungle has grown.





What does Max think when he arrives back in his room and supper is “still hot”?





Provide access to a dramatic play area, perhaps set up like Max’s bedroom but with unusual dress-ups to encourage children to role-play the story.





Working in their personal space, children show what the emotions of key characters look like.�
�
�



Storytelling
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In small groups, children act out any moment from the story (beginning, middle, end). They create still pictures of parts of the story. Teacher takes photos, which are published with children’s words describing what is happening.





Children tell the story of what happens after Max has eaten his supper.





Children tell of a personal experience when their Mum was angry and sent them to their bedroom. �



Performance
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Dress up and perform the ‘Wild Thing’ chant with movement, parading for a familiar audience.





Small groups present their still pictures while the rest of the class practise suitable audience behaviour i.e. sitting still, watching carefully, listening �
�
 











