MUSIC

STANDARD 3, STAGE 9

Xavier enjoys music making by himself and with others. He has learnt basic performance skills on his chosen instrument (clarinet) e.g. fingering and tone control. He has learnt notes in a range of about 1 octave and uses rhythms involving mostly crotchets and quavers. Xavier is not a fluent reader of standard music notation but can work out letter names and knows some notes on ledger lines. He is becoming confident with playing a range of 5 notes and feels secure when reading from written sheet music. He can also accurately notate short rhythms which are clapped to him.

Xavier is more comfortable in a small group creative situation and can make decisions about tempo, pitch, rhythm, dynamics and some basic form, giving reasons for choices, especially using non-traditional forms of notation. In a larger ensemble directed by a conductor, he can follow directions about tempo and dynamics.
Xavier is able to describe instrumental timbre, fast/slow and loud/soft and recognise patterns when listening to music and may speculate on the composer’s reasons for choosing these elements. He can also differentiate between styles of music but without using any detailed musical terms. 
Xavier can reflect on the sound of his own playing and also a larger group and may make suggestions for improvement when called upon, such as play louder/softer or smoother or watch the conductor if in a group situation.

He prefers to work with other students and has not yet developed an individual rehearsal routine so feels more comfortable in the class band situation. Considerable guidance is needed from the teacher and he is not confident when working or performing by himself.
Xavier chooses pieces which are familiar and comfortable and do not require him to extend his skills but with teacher demonstration will attempt new music. He has a narrow interest in music but can recognise the emotions that music evokes.

