MUSIC 
 STANDARD 4: STAGE 11

Xavier is an enthusiastic music student who engages with all set tasks and enjoys participating in most musical activities.

He can read conventional notation competently in the middle range of his instrument but needs assistance in extending the range of notes e.g. ledger lines. He is able to interpret basic rhythms using semibreves to semiquavers, but needs help with more complex rhythms. His individual practice programme generally keeps him on task but he needs occasional supervision although mostly he chooses appropriate repertoire and decides where, how and who to work with in a responsible way.
He is a secure player with known pieces but lacks confidence with new material. He contributes ideas to selection of repertoire for group performance. He performs both individually and in groups and makes positive contributions to his own role within the group. There is some reciprocal exchange of ideas and skills through student interaction and peer tuition.
He knows the basic workings of his instrument and can make minor adjustments when appropriate but seeks help for more involved repairs.
Xavier has a good understanding of the musical elements and uses appropriate language to describe pieces. He is beginning to recognise structures in music and analyse the way music is constructed. He is aware of the requirements of different styles but is unable to verbalise specific characteristics of particular styles even though he is able to play them. 
Xavier is able to interpret expressive terms and signs used in notation with some guidance. He is developing more attention to style, structure and mood in performance and thinks about his own strengths and weaknesses. Xavier is starting to question his performance practice and how to investigate ways to make improvements. Occasionally he seeks feedback from the teacher and attempts to modify his playing through teacher comment.

Xavier is willing to investigate the music he plays and hears. He can discuss the purposes of various compositions including some aspects of genre from other cultures and is open to alternative meanings of composers’ intentions. He can find and choose appropriate sounds for a given context, using some compositional techniques and conventional notation.
Xavier can communicate informally about his musical choices (listening, playing, creating) and give some reasons for these choices. 

Xavier acknowledges the importance of the time required for preparation and rehearsal of concert material. He participates in concert situations and assists with preparation with some guidance. He can reflect on performances and make small observations about the intention and effectiveness of the performance.
Xavier utilises ICT to create and maintain a portfolio of written and recorded composition.

