Visual Arts: Standard Four Stage 10

Dialogue/transcript between teachers of a student, Boris, who has reached standard four in visual arts and notes to assist in his continued development in the field of visual arts.

Student: Boris 

Boris is a self motivated and engaged student who always works to a consistently high standard in art. After recent success with a number of pieces, Boris is beginning to illustrate a desire to push his work further. Boris is a technically competent drawer but still feels nervous and apprehensive in creating original works.  He can at times, revert to art making without purpose and it is hoped he will move away from this with support and encouragement. 
Boris will readily ask for assistance and advice with his work and will experiment with new materials. He is keen to know what he can do with a range of materials and their properties but still feels unsure of incorporating new techniques and methods, particularly styles, into his work. Moving away from the representational and using techniques such as change in line style to heighten the meaning of his work should now be an emphasis.
The majority of Boris’s work tends to be similar in style and content and positive feedback from his peers and teachers is very important to him. Greater exposure to a variety of art works and artists is critical at this stage.  Introduction to art movements such as post modernism and pop surrealism may be the hook for him to investigate a broader and more unfamiliar range of art works. During this theoretical component, focus should be placed on the connections and influences that artist’s experience.
Equally important is the need to foster a sense of risk taking and experimentation and the room to get ‘it wrong’. Boris is embarking on more original work and understands that art is a vehicle of communication and personal expression but does not always reflect this in his work. His journal tends to be more expressive and revealing of his individuality and thoughts. It is important that this is recognised and transfer to resolved works should now be heavily encouraged. Boris also needs to challenge himself with scale and has begun to select the appropriate materials for specific works without guidance.
Boris understands that art works are meant to be viewed by an audience and his large works are always resolved and he understands the importance of presentation. 

In units he is beginning to layer his work to further consolidate his intended meaning and considers colour, composition and symbolism. At times this can be a little hit and miss but this process should be encouraged and fostered. Again, exposure to a range of artworks is crucial.
This is a delicate time of development in his artistic development and care needs to be taken to always encourage original works. Boris has the potential, aptitude and desire to succeed to a very high standard. Every care should be now taken with Boris to ensure that he is supported and that he feels his work is valued by others. The school can assist in fostering this by holding regular exhibitions within school and the wider community, publishing works in school letters, displaying work etc. There is a risk that Boris may revert to the ‘can do’ or disconnect from visual arts as he finds it too unfamiliar and challenging. His personal successes, individuality, developments, risk taking and experimentation need to be celebrated with each step.

